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July 22, 2016 
 
Mr. Bob Bowlsby 
Big 12 Conference  
400 East John Carpenter Freeway 
Irving, TX 75062 
  
Dear Mr. Bowlsby, 
  
With the landscape of college athletics ready to change once again, there is an opportunity to 
rethink how conferences operate and how they are pieced together. The last conference 
realignment came about for many different reasons, but had a side effect of reducing the 
prominence of regional rivalries. For many ardent fans, those rivalries are what make the 
spectacle of college sports so special. 
  
Sports reporters, ESPN broadcasters, and all the other outlets are advancing many names for 
possible Big 12 expansion. None of those universities or colleges can match the athletic and 
academic prowess of The University of New Mexico (UNM), a school which is not only within 
the Big 12’s regional footprint, but is a research institution with a diverse student population and 
a rich cultural history. UNM fits the core values of the conference’s peer institutions, and has a 
collegiate fan base and media base to match. 
  
Why New Mexico? Here are some interesting facts that you may not have realized about UNM. 
  

• The University of New Mexico is the flagship institution of the great state of New 
Mexico. It was founded in 1889, nearly 23 years before New Mexico actually became a 
state. The main campus occupies about 800 acres along famous Route 66 in the heart of 
Albuquerque, a city of over 600,000 residents in an MSA of nearly 1 million. 
 

• The University of New Mexico ranked 82nd nationally and 196th globally in the 2016 
Center for World University rankings, with especially good performance in research 
productivity. This ranking would place UNM second in the Big 12, behind only Texas. 

 
• UNM’s Health Sciences Center is the state's largest provider of integrated health care 

treatment, research and education. U.S. News and World Report’s 2015 edition of 
“America’s Best Graduate Schools” ranked our School of Medicine 40th in primary care 
and 83rd in research. Specific areas rank among the top 10: second in rural medicine, 
ninth in family medicine, and fifth in nursing/midwifery. Many other programs received 
high rankings: UNM’s College of Fine Arts is 53rd, with its photography program ranked 
fifth in the nation. The School of Engineering is ranked 87th, with electrical 
engineering coming in at 53rd and chemical engineering at 58th. The UNM School of 
Law is ranked 72nd overall, and ninth in clinical training.  

 
• UNM has the distinction of being classified as a Hispanic-Serving Institution and also 

classified as a Carnegie Highest Research Activity doctoral university. Recently, 



 

Hispanic Business Magazine ranked our schools of Law, Medicine, Engineering and 
Management among their top 10 for serving Hispanic students. 

 
• Over the last 10 years, UNM has finished anywhere from 41st to 74th in the Learfield 

Director’s Cup Standings. In 2011-12, UNM would have been fifth in the Big 12 based 
on its Learfield finish, ahead of Oklahoma State, Iowa State, Missouri, Kansas, Kansas 
State and Texas Tech. 

 
• The University of New Mexico is in a rich period of athletic and academic success.  

UNM has had 184 All-Americans in the last 10 years, along with 40 CoSIDA Academic 
All-Americans, 11 individual NCAA champions and one NCAA team champion 
(women’s cross country won the NCAA title in 2015). UNM has a current streak of at 
least two CoSIDA Academic All-Americans in each of the last 14 years. 

 
• UNM has won 36 Conference championships in the last five years. The department also 

led the league in total Mountain West Scholar-Athletes in each of the last five years, and 
led in total Mountain West Academic All-Conference selections for the last four years. 

 
• UNM’s television market is 48th nationally. This is higher than Louisville, Memphis, 

Tulsa and Honolulu, and comparable to Oklahoma City. In addition, The University of 
New Mexico is the premier sports entity in the state. The men’s basketball program has 
finished in the top 25 in attendance for each of the last 50 years. UNM has also been in 
the top 25 regularly for attendance in women’s basketball, men’s soccer, women’s 
soccer, baseball and volleyball. 

 
• UNM’s athletic facilities are modern and constantly evolving. Recent projects include the 

$60 million renovation of WisePies Arena (commonly known as The Pit), our new tennis 
facility that won the USTA Collegiate Facility Award in 2015, and the new RD Hubbard 
Baseball Clubhouse that is part of our multi-phase baseball expansion. University 
Stadium, home of the Gildan New Mexico Bowl, has had numerous upgrades under the 
watch of head coach Bob Davie, including installation of the largest scoreboard in the 
Mountain West. A 50,000 sq. ft. restaurant and entertainment complex is set to begin 
construction this fall, immediately adjacent to the west side of the football stadium. 

  
We are proud of the academic status of our institution and the success of our programs, including 
our football program that has been to six Bowl games in the last 14 years. We fit in the regional 
footprint of the conference, just a few hours drive from Texas Tech University. The University 
of New Mexico would make a fine peer, academically and athletically, for the institutions of the 
Big 12 Conference. It would be my pleasure to talk to you in person about The University of 
New Mexico and what we can bring to the Big 12 Conference. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert G. Frank 
President 


